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You are precious and honored in my sight, 

and . . . I love you. Isaiah 43:4 

 

To celebrate Winston Churchill’s eightieth 

birthday, the British parliament 

commissioned artist Graham Sutherland to 

paint a portrait of the celebrated statesman. 

“How are you going to paint me?” Churchill 

reportedly asked the artist: “As a cherub, or 

the Bulldog?” Churchill liked these two 

popular perceptions of him. Sutherland, however, said he would paint what he saw.  

Churchill was not happy with the results. Sutherland’s portrait had Churchill slumped in a 

chair wearing his trademark scowl—true to reality, but hardly flattering. After its official 

unveiling, Churchill hid the painting in his cellar. It was later secretly destroyed.  

God knows the real us and still loves us immeasurably.  

Like Churchill, most of us have an image of ourselves we want others to have of us also—

whether of success, godliness, beauty, or strength. We 

can go to great lengths to conceal our “ugly” sides. 

Perhaps deep down we fear we won’t be loved if the 

real us is known. 

When the Israelites were taken captive by Babylon, 

they were seen at their worst. Because of their sins, 

God allowed their enemies to conquer them. But He 

told them not to fear. He knew them by name, and He 

was with them in every humiliating trial (Isa. 43:1–2). 

They were secure in His hands (v. 13) and “precious” 

to Him (v. 4). Despite their ugliness, God loved them. 

We will find ourselves less motivated to seek the 

approval of others when such a truth truly sinks in. 

God knows the real us and still loves us 

immeasurably (Eph. 3:18). 

God’s deep love means we can be real with others. 
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INSIGHT:  

It’s not easy to accept our own failures. This may be one reason the God of Israel 

wanted His people to remember Him as the God of Jacob—their deeply flawed 

national patriarch. The prophet Isaiah called them by the new name the Lord had 

given their father Jacob. He called them “Israel,” a people He had made and 

redeemed for Himself, so He could show the whole world what it means to have a 

God who loves us in spite of our failures. 

By Sheridan Voysey 

Isaiah 43:1-9 (CEV) 

The LORD Has Rescued His People 

43 Descendants of Jacob, 

I, the LORD, created you 

    and formed your nation. 

Israel, don’t be afraid. 

    I have rescued you. 

I have called you by name; 

    now you belong to me. 
2 When you cross deep rivers, 

I will be with you, 

    and you won’t drown. 

When you walk through fire, 

you won’t be burned 

    or scorched by the flames. 

3 I am the LORD, your God, 

the Holy One of Israel, 

    the God who saves you. 

I gave up Egypt, Ethiopia,[a] 

and the region of Seba[b] 

    in exchange for you. 
4 To me, you are very dear, 

    and I love you. 

That’s why I gave up nations 

    and people to rescue you. 

5 Don’t be afraid! I am with you. 

From both east and west 

    I will bring you together. 
6 I will say to the north 

    and to the south, 

“Free my sons and daughters! 

Let them return 

    from distant lands. 
7 They are my people— 

I created each of them 

    to bring honor to me.” 

The LORD Alone Is God 

The LORD said: 

8 Bring my people together. 

They have eyes and ears, 

    but they can’t see or hear. 
9 Tell everyone of every nation 

    to gather around. 

None of them can honestly say, 

    “We told you so!” 

If someone heard them say this, 

    then tell us about it now. 

Footnotes: 

1. 43.3 Ethiopia: See the note at 11.11. 

2. 43.3 Seba: A region in southwest Arabia. 

Egypt, Ethiopia, and Seba probably 

stood for all that was known of Africa in 

biblical times. 
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