
Canceled Debts   https://odb.org/2019/12/11 
The Lord’s time for canceling debts has been proclaimed.  
Deuteronomy 15:2 

In 2009, Los Angeles County stopped charging 

families for the costs of their children’s incarceration. 

Though no new fees were charged, those with unpaid 

fees from before the change in policy were still 

required to settle their debt. Then in 2018 the county 

canceled all outstanding financial obligations. 

For some families, canceling the debt aided greatly in their struggle to survive; no 

longer having liens on their property or wages being garnished meant they were 

better able to put food on the table. It was for this kind of hardship that God called 

for debts to be forgiven every seven years (Deuteronomy 15:2). He didn’t want 

people to be crippled forever by them. 

Because the Israelites were forbidden to charge interest on a loan to fellow 

Israelites (Exodus 22:25), their motives for lending to a neighbor weren’t to make a 

profit, but rather to help those who were enduring hard times, perhaps due to a bad 

harvest. Debts were to be freely forgiven every seven years. As a result, there would 

be less poverty among the people (Deuteronomy 15:4). 

Today, believers in Jesus aren’t bound by these laws. But God might occasionally 

prompt us to forgive a debt so those who’ve been struggling can begin afresh as 

contributing members of society. When we show such mercy and generosity to 

others, we lift up God’s character and give people hope. 

How have your “debts” been forgiven? Who can you lift up by forgiving a 

debt owed or a wrong done to you? 

Jesus, thank You for caring about the financial burdens we carry. 
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Deuteronomy 15:1-8  (CEV) 

Loans 

Moses said: 

15 1-2 Every seven years you must announce, 

“The LORD says loans do not need to be paid 

back.” Then if you have loaned money to 

another Israelite, you can no longer ask for 

payment.[a] 3 This law applies only to loans you 

have made to other Israelites. Foreigners will 

still have to pay back what you have loaned 

them. 

4-6 No one in Israel should ever be poor. The 

LORD your God is giving you this land, and he 

has promised to make you very successful, if 

you obey his laws and teachings that I’m 

giving you today. You will lend money to many 

nations, but you won’t have to borrow. You 

will rule many nations, but they won’t rule 

you. 

7 After the LORD your God gives land to each of 

you, there may be poor Israelites in the town 

where you live. If there are, then don’t be 

mean and selfish with your money. 8 Instead, 

be kind and lend them what they need.  

 

 
Early British debtors' prison with family responsibility for care 

 
 

 
Old historic prison in Dublin, Ireland. 

Interesting Fact:  In colonial times, many people chose to come to America as indentured servants.  These were 
people from the debtors’ prisons who could be contracted to landowners for a certain number of years to 
work-off their debts.  Until their court-appointed time of freedom, they were like slaves. 

 
Interesting Fact:  Jews in Europe and elsewhere generally followed the ancient teaching about charging no interest 

to their own people, but still charged interest to non-Jews.  In time, many Jews became wealthy money-
lenders and had great economic power in foreign lands.  This was one cause of the anger that often 
developed towards Jewish people, leading to discrimination and eventually the horrors of WWII. 
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