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You see that a person is considered righteous by 
what they do and not by faith alone. James 2:24 

A small church in Southern California recognized 

an opportunity to express God’s love in a practical 

way. Believers in Jesus gathered at a local 

laundromat to give back to their community by 

washing clothes for those in financial need. They 

cleaned and folded clothes together, and sometimes provided a hot meal or bags of 

groceries for recipients. 

One volunteer discovered the greatest reward was in the “actual contact with people . . . 

hearing their stories.” Because of their relationship with Jesus, these volunteers wanted to 

live out their faith through loving words and actions that helped them nurture genuine 

relationships with others. 

The apostle James affirms that every act of a professing believer’s loving service is a result 

of genuine faith. He states that “faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead” 

(James 2:14–17). Declaring we believe makes us children of God, but it’s when we serve 

Him by serving others that we act as believers who trust and follow Jesus (v. 24). Faith and 

service are as closely interdependent as the body and the spirit (v. 26), a beautiful display 

of the power of Christ as He works in and through us. 

After personally accepting that God’s sacrifice on the cross washes us in perfect love, we 

can respond in authentic faith that overflows into the ways we serve others. 

How has someone helped you be more open to knowing Jesus 

personally? How can you demonstrate your faith in Christ through loving 

words and actions? 

Jesus, please flood our lives with Your perfect, cleansing love, so that we can 

pour it into the lives of others. 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/James%202.24
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/James%202.14%E2%80%9317
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14 My friends, what good is it to say you have faith, 

when you don’t do anything to show that you really 

do have faith? Can that kind of faith save you? 15 If 

you know someone who doesn’t have any clothes or 

food, 16 you shouldn’t just say, “I hope all goes well 

for you. I hope you will be warm and have plenty to 

eat.” What good is it to say this, unless you do 

something to help? 17 Faith that doesn’t lead us to do 

good deeds is all alone and dead! 

18 Suppose someone disagrees and says, “It is 

possible to have faith without doing kind deeds.” 

I would answer, “Prove that you have faith without 

doing kind deeds, and I will prove that I have faith 

by doing them.” 19 You surely believe there is only 

one God. That’s fine. Even demons believe this, and 

it makes them shake with fear. 

20 Does some stupid person want proof that faith 

without deeds is useless? 21 Well, our ancestor 

Abraham pleased God by putting his son Isaac on 

the altar to sacrifice him. 22 Now you see how 

Abraham’s faith and deeds worked together. He 

proved that his faith was real by what he did. 23 This 

is what the Scriptures mean by saying, “Abraham 

had faith in God, and God was pleased with him.” 

That’s how Abraham became God’s friend. 

24 You can now see that we please God by what we 

do and not only by what we believe. 25 For example, 

Rahab had been a prostitute. But she pleased God 

when she welcomed the spies and sent them home 

by another way. 

26 Anyone who doesn’t breathe is dead, and faith 

that doesn’t do anything is just as dead! 

 

 


